
via
sacra

TRAVEL WITHOUT BORDERS.

THROUGH THE CENTURIES.

TIME FOR REFLECTION.

Moments that inspire
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TRAVEL
WITHOUT
BORDERS

Feel freedom, enjoy the discoverer within and find

inner peace – on the “Via Sacra”, a new tourist route

that takes you through an ancient European

cultural era … 

… for encounters with unique sacred places and

works of art in the geographical triangle formed

by Germany, Poland and the Czech Republic. 

They are fascinating evidence of the similarities

in the history, culture and spiritual tradition

of a cross-border region on both sides of the Neisse,

in which Upper Lusatia, Silesia and Bohemia

intertwine with each other.

As a result of the divisions of Europe in the 20th

century, this culturally rich and scenic region is still

something of a terra incognita – unknown territory. 

“Via Sacra” promises a quiet adventure full of

astonishing new discovery.

From west to east and east to west.

Some can perceive on its paths the sacredness – often

of European importance – that lies at the heart of this

cultural region, in which political borders have become

trivial.

As a result of the new German, Sorb/Wend, Polish and

Czech cooperation in what has become a larger

Europe.

Unique in Germany, significant for Europe: the Large

Lenten Veil of Zittau from 1472 with 90 biblical scenes
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1. The large church hall of the world-famous 

protestant fraternity in Herrnhut

2. Heads with forked tongues in Wang Church

in Karpacz, once a Viking symbol for wisdom

3. Moved from Norway to the Riesengebirge:

the Wang Stave Church from the 12th century

4. Small Zittau lent cloth from 1573, 

a unique testimony to the history of piety in Germany
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5. In Zittau’s central church, St. John’s,

constructed by Karl Friedrich Schinkel

6. Tomb of the Imperial General Albrecht von

Wallenstein in the Chapel of St. Anna in Mnichovo

Hradiště

7. Frýdlant Castle – provided the inspiration

for Kafka’s novel “The Castle”
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TRAVEL
THROUGH THE

CENTURIES

Travel back in time, breathe in history and experience

the power of historic masterpieces.

The “Via Sacra” leads you through a thousand years of

central European culture and piety – where the main

trading routes between the East and West, North and

South used to cross.

The route connects key churches, monasteries/

convents and additional sacred locations and treasures

in Upper Lusatia, Lower Silesia and North Bohemia.

For example, the famous Zittau lent cloths, 

St. Marienthal Abbey, which is the oldest women's

convent of the Cistercian Order in Germany, the world

famous Herrnhuter Brüder-Unität (Moravian Church),

the Church of Peace in Jawor, which is listed as a

UNESCO World Heritage Site, and the tomb of Imperial

General Generalissimo Albrecht von Wallenstein in

Mnichovo Hradiště.

All are stops on the “Via Sacra” of significant cultural

and historical value with enthralling stories.

“One cannot claim to appreciated the cultural assets of

one’s time properly, if one does not appreciate the

assets of the past”.

A quote from Goethe who himself visited Bohemia and

Silesia. In this sense, the “Via Sacra” can be 

considered a kind of bridge, leading back to common

roots in the heartland of Europe.

Basilica of the Visitation of Our Lady in Hejnice; after

Mariazeil (Styria) the most important place of

pilgrimage in ancient Austria-Hungary
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1. Stone pulpit in the monumental 

Church of the Holy Cross in Jelenia Góra

2. The late Gothic monstrance in the treasure

chamber of St. Peter’s Cathedral in Bautzen

3. The Church of Peace in Jawor – 

after its sister church in Świdnica, 

Europe’s largest sacred half-timbered building

4. St. Peter’s Cathedral in Bautzen: Catholics and

Protestants together under one roof

since the Reformation

5. Annen altar (ca. 1520) in the Minster St. Annen in

Kamenz, one of the town’s total of eight valuable late

Gothic carved altars 

6. The 500-year old Holy Grave in Görlitz, the most

faithful reproduction of the holy places in medieval

Jerusalem

7. Five-nave Protestant Church of St. Peter and Paul in

Görlitz completed in 1497. Together with the Heiligem

Grab (Holy Sepulchre), Kreuzweg (Way of the Cross)

and Ölberggarten, it forms a unique ensemble illustra-

ting the history of piety and landscape architecture.

8. Archaeological find in the medieval monastery

of St. John’s Knights, discovered a few years ago,

in Český Dub
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TRAVEL FOR
REFLECTION

Feel the silence and expanse, let calmness sink in,

trust your senses.

The “Via Sacra” builds on the unique appeal

of sacred buildings and art treasures, and on

the search of more and more people for spiritual

experiences to compensate for the stress and

hectic pace of everyday life.

As places of spirituality and reflection, the churches,

monasteries, convents and other places of religious

history along the “Via Sacra” can stimulate

self-contemplation. For all those who make

the time for it and are open to it.

For Christians and non-Christians alike.

A special spirit seems to dwell inside many places –

the genius loci. On the “Via Sacra”, for example,

you can find it in the spirit of tolerance associated

with St. Peter’s Cathedral in Bautzen, which has been

shared since the Reformation by the Roman Catholic

and Protestant-Lutheran communities.

Another example is the spirit of reconciliation

in the pilgrimage Church of the Visitation in Hejnice,

which is reminiscent of a wondrous cure.

Discover, marvel, ponder – those who open

their souls are capable of experiencing new

things on the “Via Sacra” both around

themselves and within themselves.

Main altar of Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed

Virgin Mary in Krzeszów with its legendary shrine
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1. Archaeological sensation: discovery and 

excavation of the monastery of St. John’s Knights

from the 13th century in Český Dub

2. Tomb of St. Zdislava, a legendary healer

in Jablonné v Podještědí

3. Church of St. Laurentius in Jablonné v Podještědí,

papal basilica minor since 1996

4. Prayer service at the St. Marienstern convent

in Panschwitz-Kuckau, erected in 1248
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5. Mausoleum of the Piasts from Jawor-Świdnica

in the Baroque monastery complex of Krzeszów

6. Castle and monastery ruins of Oybin, monastery

founded by Emperor Charles IV – an atmospheric

subject for painters of the German Romance period

7. A portrait of Philipp Melanchthons in a Cunewalde

village church window 

8. A Baroque church in Cunewalde, Germany’s biggest

Protestant village church, with room for a congregation

of more than 2,600 
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ENCOUNTERS IN
THE CENTRE OF

EUROPE
1. Large Lenten Veil of Zittau/Small Lenten Veil of Zittau

2. Castle and monastery building, Oybin

3. Protestant fraternity, Herrnhut

4. Village church, Cunewalde

5. St. Peter’s Cathedral, Bautzen with treasure chamber

6. St. Marienstern Cistercian Abbey

Panschwitz-Kuckau/Kamenz altars

7. Holy Grave, Cross and Protestant Church

of St. Peter and Paul, Görlitz

8. St. Marienthal Cistercian Convent, Ostritz

9. Church of Peace under the invocation 

of the Holy Ghost, Jawor

10. Krzeszów Abbey, Krzeszów

11. Wang Church, Karpacz

12. Holy Cross Church, Jelenia Góra

13. Basilica of the Visitation of Our Lady, Hejnice

14. Monastery of St. John’s Knights and 

Commendam, Český Dub

15. St. Anne’s Chapel, Mnichovo Hradiště

16. St. Laurentius Church, Jablonné v Podještědí

CONTACT
Marketing-Gesellschaft
Oberlausitz-Niederschlesien mbH (MGO)
Tzschirnerstraße 14a, D-02625 Bautzen

Telephone +49 3591-48770, Telefax +49 3591-487748

info@oberlausitz.com, www.oberlausitz.com

www.via-sacra.info

Tourist-Information Zittau
Markt 1 (Rathaus), D-02763 Zittau

Telephone +49 3583-752200, Telefax +49 3583-752161

tourist-info@zittau.de, www.zittau.eu

Městské Informační Centrum Liberec 
nám. Dr. E. Beneše 1, CZ-460 59 Liberec

Telephone +420 48-5101709, Telefax +420 48-5243589

mic@infolbc.cz, www.infolbc.cz

Centrum Informacji Turystycznej i Kulturalnej
ul. Bankowa 27, PL-58-500 Jelenia Góra 

Telephone +48 75-7676925, Telefax +48 75-7676935

www.karkonosze.it.pl, www.jeleniagora.pl, it@jeleniagora.pl

Cover picture: With the nuns at St. Marienthal Abbey near

Ostritz, the oldest women's convent of the Cistercian Order in

Germany
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PARTNERS OF
VIA SACRA

Görlitz-Tourist
Packages for travel groups Görlitz-Lusatia-Silesia-Bohemia

City tours, guided tours, packages for day trips or several

daysDemianiplatz 55 | D-02826 Görlitz

Telephone +49-3581-764747

Fax +49-3581-764848

m.buchwald@goerlitz-tourist.de

www.goerlitz-tourist.de

Tourismus GmbH - Land und Leute
Your tourism partner with many years of experience in Saxony,

Brandenburg, Bohemia and Silesia

Dr.-Wilhelm-Külz-Straße 1 | D-02977 Hoyerswerda

Telephone +49-3571-408030

Fax +49-3571-408031

gruppenreisen@lausitz-tourismus.de

www.lausitz-tourismus.de

Tourist-Information Zittau
Travel offers, day trips and multi-day trips, city tours and guides,

accommodation service, event service

Markt 1 | D-02763 Zittau

Telephone +49-3583-752200

Fax +49-3583-752161

tourist-info@zittau.de

www.zittau.eu
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Christlicher Verein Oberlichtenau e.V. - Bibelgarten
Bibelgarten Oberlichtenau-Pulsnitz is an open-air museum with the

atmosphere of Biblical Israel.

Am Schlosspark 2 | D-01896 Pulsnitz OT Oberlichtenau

Telephone +49-35955-45888

Fax +49-35955-40006

incoming@evangtours.de

www.bibelgarten.de

Sächsische Bildungs- und Begegnungsstätte
„Windmühle Seifhennersdorf“ e.V.
The ideal place for conferences and seminars, for encounters and

relaxation, with spacious, modern, disabled-friendly guesthouses.

Neugersdorfer Straße 7 | D-02782 Seifhennersdorf

Telephone +49-3586-340980

Fax +49-3586-34098719

info@windmuehle-seifhennersdorf.de

www.windmuehle-seifhennersdorf.de
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Internationales Begegnungszentrum St. Marienthal 
In the former outbuildings of St. Marienthal Abbey, experience

soothing tranquillity and spirituality at the entrance to the Neisse

Valley as a conference or holiday guest.

IBZ St. Marienthal | St. Marienthal 10 | D-02899 Ostritz

Telephone +49-35823-770 | Fax +49-35823-77250

info@ibz-marienthal.de | www.ibz-marienthal.de

Hotel Schloss Gaußig
Experience “Life at the Castle”

Schlosshotel Gaußig | An der Kirche 2 | D-02633 Gaußig

Telefon +49-35930-55227 | Fax +49-35930-29932

info@schloss-gaussig.de | www.schloss-gaussig.de

Hotel & Restaurant Tarasy Wang
A fantastic building at the foot of the Giant Mountains,

right next to Wang Church

Ul. Na Śnieżkę 3 | Dolnośląskie | PL-58-540 Karpacz

Telephone +48-75-761-9451 | Fax +48-0607-779-990

rezerwacje@tarasywang.pl | www.tarasywang.pl
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P7Felsengrabnachbildung
im Bibelgarten Oberlichtenau

Mezinárodni Centrum Duchovni Obnovy Hejnice
The International Center for Spiritual Rehabilitation in Hejnice – the

place of reflection and understanding in the picturesque Izera

Mountains – offers conferences, seminars and concerts as well as

stylish, disabled-friendly accommodation for individual travellers

and groups.    

Klášterni 1 | CZ-46362 Hejnice

Telephone +420-482-360211 | Fax +420-482-360299

mcdo@mcdo.cz | www.mcdo.cz

Česká Hospoda
Guesthouse with restaurant, tennis court and bowling, situated at

the foot of the Lusatian Mountains, for guests of all ages, for

families, sports fans and nature enthusiasts.

Heřmanice 116 | CZ–47125 Jablonné v Podještědi

Telephone +420-487-762299 | Fax +420-487-754957

info@ceska-hospoda.cz | www.ceska-hospoda.cz
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Hotel Schloss Gaußig – gräflich logieren

St. Wenzeslaus-Stift
St. Wenzeslaus-Stift is the Catholic family recreation and

conference centre of the diocese of Görlitz. Set amidst a delightful

landscape of meadows, fields and forests, it is located just 10 km

from the European town of Görlitz/Zgorzelec.

Dorfstraße 30 | 02829 Markersdorf | OT Jauernick Buschbach

Telephone +49 35829-6270 | Fax +49-35829-62722

st-wenzeslaus-stift@bistum-goerlitz.de | www.st-wenzeslaus-stift.de
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Marketing-Gesellschaft Oberlausitz-Niederschlesien
Tzschirnerstraße 14a, 02625 Bautzen 
Telephone:  +49 (3591) 4877-0 
Fax:  +49 (3591) 4877-48 
E-Mail:  info@oberlausitz.com 

Upper Lusatia.Active

Bicycle tours

Hiking

Water tourism

Winter sport

Leisure Hits of the Upper Lusatia

Upper Lusatia.Cultural

Via Sacra

Six Towns League 

Upper Lusatia cultural experience

Upper Lusatia garden culture 

Upper Lusatia.Discover
Sorbs in Lusatia
Industry culture in Lusatia
Holiday road “Experience craft” 
Lusatian fi sh weeks 
Upper Lusatia culinary festival

Group trips for children and 
young people

These activities as well as brochures 
to download or order can be found 
at www.oberlausitz.com

Upper Lusatia
Performance - Passion - Lusatia

We live 
Europe’s history.



www.kloster-marienthal.de

These exquisite monastery beers come from the oldest convent of nuns of the Order of Cistercians in 
Germany – the monastery of St. Marienthal. They are brewed on behalf of the monastery by the private 
brewery Eibau in Saxony according to a traditional recipe from the year 1357. Two beers that – not only

in the appearance – recapture the old times: whether light and full-bodied or rather strong-tasty.
Both unfold an opulent magnificence which is unparalleled. Cheers to all!


